We claim: 



1. A backup and retrieval system for a network computing system, the network 
computing system comprising a plurality of groups of network devices storing d^ta, the 
backup and retrieval system comprising: 

a plurality of backup cells comprising: 

a backup device executing a backup of the data store(^6n at least one of 
the plurality of groups of network devices; 

a management component, communicatively^ebupled to the at least one 
backup device, controlling the backup of the data to the backup device; and 

each of the plurality of backup cells communicatively coupled to at least one other 
of the plurality of backup cells, and each of the plurality of backup cells adaptable to be 
controlled by a management component in another of the plurality of backup cells. 



2. The backup and retrieval system of claim 1, wherein the backup device is 
controllable from the management^mponent in another of the plurality of backup cells. 



3. The backup and retneval system of claim 1, wherein the backup device is 
controllable from the irfanagement component in another of the plurality of backup cells 
via the management'component in the same backup cell as the backup device. 
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4. A backup and retrieval system for a network computing system, the network 
computing system comprising a first group of network devices storing data, t£e backup 
and retrieval system comprising: 

a first backup cell comprising: 

at least one backup device executing a backup of ty6 data stored on the 
first group of network devices; 

a first manager component, communicative!^ coupled to the at least one 
backup device, controlling the backup of the data to^e at least one backup device; 

a second backup cell communicatively coupled to the first backup cell, the second 
backup cell comprising: 

a second manager component; and 
the second manager component controlling the backup of the data to the at least one 
backup device. 

5. The backup and retrieval system of claim 4 wherein the second manager 
component directly controls the backup of data to the at least one backup device. 



6. The backup and retrieval system of claim 4 wherein the second manager 
component directly controls the backup of data to the at least one backup device via the 
first manager component. 



7. / The backup and retrieval system of claim 4, the network computing system 
Dmprising a first network device, wherein the first manager component is a software 
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module executing on the first network device, and the second manager component^ a 
software module. 



8. The backup and retrieval system of claim 7, the network computing system 
further comprising a second network device, wherein the second manager component 
executes on the second network device. 



9. The backup and retrieval system of claim 7 wherein the second manager 
component executes on the first network device. 



10. A backup and retrieval system for a nefwork computing system, the network 
computing system comprising a first group of network devices containing data, the 
network computing system further comprising a first network device, the backup and 
retrieval system comprising: 

at least one backup device executing backup functions for the data contained on 
the first group of network^evices; 

a first management component executing on the first network device, 
communicatively coupled to the at least one backup device, controlling the backup of the 



iflm 



a second manager component, communicatively coupled to the first network 
device, the Second manager component controlling the backup of the data to the at least 
one backup device. 
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1 1 . The backup and retrieval system of claim 10 wherein the second management 
component executes on the first network device. 

12. The backup and retrieval system of claim 10, the network commuting system 
further comprising a second network device, wherein the second Management component 
executes on the first network device. 

13. The backup and retrieval system of claim 10, the network computing system 
further comprising a second group of network devic^sf containing data, wherein the 
second management component controls a backup of the data contained on the second 
group of network devices. 

14. The backup and retrieval system of claim 10, wherein the backup device is 
controllable directly from the second management component. 



15. The backup and retrieval system of claim 10, wherein the backup device is 
controllable from the second management component via the first management 
component. 



16. A backup and retrieval system for a network computing system, the network 
computing system comprising a first group of network devices containing data, the 
backup andretrieval system comprising: 
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at least one backup device executing backup functions for the data contained on 
the first group of network devices; 

a first network device, communicatively coupled to the at least ode backup device, 
controlling the backup of the data contained on the first group of nptwork devices to the 
at least one backup device; and 

a second network device, communicatively coupled to the first network device, 
the second network device the second manager comp^ent controlling the backup of the 
data to the at least one backup device. 

17. The backup and retrieval system/of claim 16, the network computing system 
further comprising a second group of network devices containing data, wherein the 
second network device controls/a backup of the data contained on the second group of 
network devices. 

18. The backup and retrieval system of claim 16, wherein the second network device 
directly controls/^e backup of the data to the at least one backup device. 



19. The backup and retrieval system of claim 16, wherein the second network device 
contr^l^the backup of the data to the at least one backup device via the first network 
device. 
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